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President Ford said last 
night he was “very upset” 
by opposition in some quar- 
ters in this country to the 
admission of South Vietna- 
mese refugees and declared 
that they ought to be wel- 
comed here. 

“I understand the attitude 
of some” he said. “We have 
serious economic problems. 
But out of 120,000 refugees 
here or on the way, 60 per 
cent are children (and) . . . 
only 35,000 are heads of fami- 
nes." 

In his first news conference 
j since the faU of South Viet- 
nam, Mr. Ford praised several 
American groups, including 
the AFL-CIO, the American 
Jewish Congress, and* a num- 
ber of governors who have 
said they support the refugee 
program. 

* “This is the right attitude 
for the American people to 
take,” the President said. 

The President said he did 
not believe there should be a 
congressional inquiry into how 
the country got into and out of 
Vietnaml 

Declaring that such an in- 
quiry would be “divisive, not^ 
helpful," Mr. Ford said he 
thought it would be “unfor- 
tunate for us to rehash allega- 
tions as to individuals that 
might be to blame or adminis- 
trations that might be at 



fault.” 

Reasserting his belief that 
the war is over and behind us. 
the President said, “We ought 
to look ahead.” 

“I think the lessons of the 
past In Vietnam have already 
been learned, learned by Presi- 
dents, learned by Congress, 
learned by the American peo- 
ple, and*we should have our 
focus on the future, and as 
far as I am concerned that’s 
where we will concentrate." 

Mr. Ford, when asked about 
the sacrifices of Americans in 
Vietnam; said thousands suf- 
fered crippling wounds or ; 
lost their lives but he did not 
-•believe their contribution was 
in vain. 

*T think we should praise 
them, congratulate them," the 
President said. “And we have 
an unbelievable commitment 
to them in the future. All we 
can say is thank you very 
much for what they have done 
for freedom.” 

Asked about his political 
plans, the President said more , 
affirmatively than ever be- 
fore that he plans to be a can- 
didate in 1976 and that an in- 
formal group of advisers head- 
ed by Dean Burch, former 
chairman of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission and 
* Sen. Barry M. Goldwater’s 
. 1964 campaign manager, was 
. working on campaign plans. 

The President said he could 
t not understand why some 
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